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First meeting of the Working Groups of the In situ and On-farm 
Conservation Network

The first joint meeting 
of the “Wild species in 
genetic reserves” and 
“On-farm conservation and 
management” Working Groups, 
of the In situ and On-farm 
Conservation Network, was 
held in Funchal, Madeira, 
on 16 September 2010, at 
the end of the Symposium 
“Towards the establishment 
of genetic reserves for crop 
wild relatives and landraces in 
Europe”.  Forty-one delegates 
from 31 countries attended the 
meeting. Among the observers, 
Olivier Diana, EC officer from 
Directorate General Agriculture 
and Rural Development also 
attended. 

The aim of the Network is 
to promote the conservation 
and use of landraces and crop 
wild relative diversity on-
farm and in genetic reserves 
across Europe. The results 
of the PGR Forum project 
(see http://pgrforum.org/) and 
AEGRO project (see article 
on page 9 and http://aegro.
bafz.de/) were acknowledged 
to be useful in advancing 
progress towards the 
Network’s objectives. These 
will also assist in carrying 
out the activities of the newly 
funded EC 7th Framework 
project PGR Secure (“Novel 

characterization of crop wild 
relative and landrace resources 
as a basis for improved crop 
breeding”), starting in March 
2011. PGR Secure broadly 
aims to improve breeders’ 
use of conserved Crop Wild 
Relatives (CWR) / Landrace 
Resource (LR) diversity and 
enhance their availability 
through the systematic 
conservation of CWR and LR 
species and genetic diversity; 
this will include, inter alia, the 
establishment of Europe-wide 
national CWR and landraces 
checklists and consensus 
European inventories, as 
well as national and generic 
strategies for European CWR 
and landraces conservation 
actions. 

The On-farm conservation 
and management WG reviewed 
the national experiences 
on landraces threats, 
inventories and promoting 
use. The opportunity to take 
advantage at national level 
of the EC support, deriving 
from the Rural Development 
Funds for the conservation 
of landraces on-farm, 
was stressed.  Creating a 
clearing-house mechanism 
for landraces (i.e. a European 
inventory) will be facilitated 
by the availability of the draft 
standards prepared by the 
WG (see www.ecpgr.cgiar.
org/Networks/Insitu_onfarm/
Docs/OnfarmDescr) which 
represents a solid base for 
developing agreed standards 
and of a specific website (see 
www.sharinginformation.eu/) 
which can be used in reaching 
European stakeholders 
and Institutions aware of 
landraces maintained on 
farm. It was noted that this 
initiative will need to be jointly 
managed by the “In situ” and 
by the “Documentation and 
Information” Networks. The 
recent EC seed legislation 
directives were thought to be 
very variable in their impact, 
depending on the interpretation 
given by each country when 
adopting the directives.  It 
was felt that an increased 
registration of conservation 
varieties was the ideal outcome 
of a successful implementation 
of the seed directives. The 
countries were encouraged 

to prepare national guidelines 
for action to promote on-farm 
conservation.

The “Wild species in 
genetic reserves” WG 
surveyed the status of 
progress of National CWR 
conservation in each of the 
participant’s countries by 
reviewing national progress 
towards the establishment 
of 11 specific indicators 
of CWR maintenance. The 
results presented indicate 
for the majority of European 
countries very few had made 
significant progress, except 
that the majority of countries 
had some ex situ samples 
of CWR germplasm in the 
genebank. This was useful 
in identifying the short-term 
priorities of the WG.  It is 
hoped that many of the longer-
term priorities will be achieved 
within the PGR Secure 
project. A Horizon Scanning 
(HS) exercise was carried out 
where all Network members 
were asked to suggest priority 
actions for the 15-30 years of 
Network activities.  Although 
this HS exercise has yet to 
be completed, the sort of 
priorities the WG members 
suggested were: to establish 
a European network of CWR 
genetic reserves, ensuring 
that ≥ 50% of European 
CWR are conserved reliably; 
establishment of an information 
network for CWR; to submit 

IUCN Red List assessments of 
national endemic CWR to the 
global Red List; to develop a 
proposal to improve IUCN Red 
List criteria to take into account 
intraspecific genetic diversity; 
to establish genetic reserves 
for CWRs in "emergent 
ecosystems" (human disturbed 
areas as a consequence of the 
development of infrastructures: 
e.g., road and railroad banks); 
building a web-accessible 
central European database 
detailing where adaptively 
important genes or alleles from 
CWRs have been successfully 
transferred to crops, 
development of participatory 
management and monitoring 
models for CWRs and LRs 
conservation across Europe; 
and promotion of biodiversity 
friendly agriculture systems.

The “Wild species in 
genetic reserves” WG 
elected Nigel Maxted, UK, 
as its Chair and José Iriondo, 
Spain as Vice-Chair. The 
“On-farm conservation and 
management” WG elected 
Valeria Negri, Italy, as Chair 
and Pedro Moreira, Portugal, 
as Vice-Chair. The meeting 
presentations are available 
from www.ecpgr.cgiar.org/
Networks/Insitu_onfarm/
Presentations_Madeira_10.
htm. A report of the meeting 
will be made available from 
the ECPGR In situ/On-farm 
Network website. 
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